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News from the Village,

sent to us by Dafres Chirwa
(Leprosy Project Officer) time that they have earned their own spending
money.

Dear Readers

The Harvest 5
It is now harvest time in Kindwitwi. This year has
been a much better one and our farmers feel lucl
So we are busy gathering rice, which is our staf |
food. But the most interesting crop this time i
sim sim. Let me tell you a bit more about sir
sim, which 1 think you call ‘sesame’. We have
grown it before but this time we planted a lo
more. We did this according to the plan drawn t
by Kindwitwi Development Association and il ey Y
Melanie Bumberger, the social worker fron Nothing is wasted - these dried stalks will be used
Germany. make fences

o A

The first photo shows the Villagers harvesting sit

Editors’ note

The sesame seed’s habit of bursting open when it is
ripe is supposed to have given rise to the phrase
‘OPEN SESAME’, the magical password in Arabian
Nights. Indeed, for the Villagers, it seems toabe
magical password into the money economy!

Rainwater tanks

Rain is always a problem - there is either too much
or too little! In Tanzania, we have two rainy

seasons, one is called the short rains and the othe
the long rains, and in between, we have long spells
of hot, dry weather. Some years ago, we put out
i & - eighteen rainwater tanks to help us collect water i

hadow taking thetph  the rainy season and store it for use in the dagee.

. It is not possible to collect water from the roofs
sim and the second shows the stalks Ieftyo‘traditional houses, but all the Centre Buildingseha

before the seeds are shaken out.  The seeds iy roofs, so that is where the tanks were instialle
used both in cooking and for oil, but the excitin

thing for us is that we can sell most of the seec Now another problem in our climate, is that noghin
This ‘cash crop’ gives us money and thus purche seems to last and our water-collection system was n
ing power in the money economy. As you knov exception.  In last year's budget, we planned to

most of the Villagers live in a subsistence ecoirestore all the water tanks to full working order.
omy so, for some of them’ this will be the firs This cost us £250, but we think it will be money”\Ne
spent!
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Harvesting sim sim - that's my s



The Kindwitwi Library and, with the help of READ International, we
are hoping they will reach us without any hitch.

Talking of spending money, at the same time

that the water tanks were mended, we repair#dhile the bookshelves are waiting to be used,

the old store room at a cost of £750. It wabe desks are already in great demand.

given a new roof, some windows witl

mosquito netting, coats of paint and a sol

panel. And so an old store room became

library and reading room. You can see ha

smart and inviting it looks from this photo: |

Salum Jongo making use of the Reading Room

Salum passed his primary exams and is now at
secondary school in Ifunda in the Irnga Region.

Kindwitwi Library and Reading Room

Incidentally, the pole at the back is ready
bring electricity to the Village, but we are no
yet connected. | shall be sure to tell yo
when we are and that will be a cause f
celebration!

Anna Ndete is a student at
our local Secondary School in Utete

Ifunda is well-known in Tanzania and Salum
was thrilled that he was selected to go there.
He is now in Form 2 and says that there is a big
difference between day-school and boarding-
A good place to study school because boarders have lots of time to
study, whereas day-students take a long time in
Inside, the Library has been furnished witlgetting to and from school with little left over
new desks and chairs and also some bodk-study.

shelves.

Salum prefers science lessons, although he has
The bookshelves are, as you can see, empiytake many other subjects including law; but
but we are waiting for a shipment of referenceext year he will concentrate on science:
books that is at present on the high seas. Thleysics, chemistry, mathematics, biology and
books have been donated by schools in Bagjeography.  However, life is not all study.



Salum is also proud to be in the school footbe
team and to have made many friends from ¢
over Tanzania.

He says that his holiday this time is wonderft
because, after helping his mother farm on h
shamba in the daytime, he can study in tt
evening for the first time because of the ne
library.

New email address
Please may | ask you to note Mr Nguyu’s ne'
email address: nguyua@yahoo.com

Good bye for now. | shall be writing again in
September.

Another note from the Editors

Readers may remember that Kindwitwi was ir
strumental in helping to forge a Link betwee
Utete Secondary School, the school Anna Nde
attends, and Queen Elizabeth Community Cc
lege in Crediton, Devon. Catherine and Richar
the two teachers from Crediton, who visite
Utete Secondary School last October, stayed
Kindwitwi Guest House.
the UK took place in May this year.
Headmaster, Mr Noel Muhoza, and the Head
English, Mr Francis Kilindo, spent ten day:

UK students thus view education as an entitle-
ment rather than a privilege.

Utete students listen to their teachers.

In Tanzania there are no sources of learning
other than teachers with chalk-and-talk, i.e.
classwork involves no personal books, no
whiteboards, no projectors, no interactive
boards, no power point presentations. Outside
school there is no access to internet, libraries,
TV or radio; homework time is restricted to
daylight because there is no electricity and
night falls about 6 pm every day of the year.
Teachers are, therefore, Tanzanian students’
one and only chance of an education.

UK students have a greater sense of
freedom and choice. Thus there is much less
emphasis on duty and obligation for UK
students and they cannot be made to do any-
thing they do not want to do.

UK teachers sometimes offer material
inducements, such as snacks, to attend
extra lessons. Mr Muhoza and his colleague
found this extraordinary but recognised that it
was advantageous and conducive to good rela-
tionships, although they could not afford to
provide such snacks themselves.

The conclusion was that the features described
above contribute towards a devaluation of the
everyday school experience in the UK.

A reciprocal visit t0 The Editors think that there would be many in the
The UK who would agree with them!

learning about the British education systen
They met the MP for Crediton in the Houses

Parliament and were féted by the Governors
the College and other local dignitaries.

We thought you might be interested in the
comments on the differences in attitude betwe
school children in UK and those in Tanzania:

Four main differences between Tanzanian and
UK School students’

1 A class teacher is the centre of authority in
Tanzania but not in the UK.
This means that students are much more def
ential in Tanzania than in the UK. This may b
caused by UK'’s strong culture of human rights

Mr Muhoza (on the right) and Mr Kilindo
paid a flying visit to Bath
on their way back to Heathrow Airport



ADDRESSES

Donations

Donations should be sent to the Financial Trustdleea
following address. Bankers Order forms and Ta
Declarations may also be obtained on request to:

Mr G W W Laverton MBE

Horton House

Puddlebridge

Horton

ILMINSTER

Somerset TA19 9RL

UK

Tel and Fax: +44 (0) 1460 52932

Mailing list for Quarterly Newsletters
Regular information can be found in the Rufiji Legy
Trust Quarterly Newsletter. Written in Kindwitwit,
offers an inside view on the work, the ups and dowi
and the achievements and failures. To join thiéimga
list for the newsletter, names and postal or emdil
dresses should be sent to:

Mrs Val Mead,The Administrative Secretary,

17 Harbutts

Bathampton

BATH

Somerset BA2 6TA

UK

Tel:  +44 (0)1225 445180

Email: valeriemead@hotmail.com

Field Address:
Mr Abdallah Nguyu
Kindwitwi Leprosy Care Centre

Box2 UTETE
Rufiji
Tanzania

Mobile: +255 (0)713 798 529/ 741 321674
Email: nguyua@yahoo.com
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Lord Pilkington of Oxenford
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Chairman: Mr Geoff O’'Donoghue
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Dr Sarah Feather
Mr G W W Laverton MBE
Mrs Valerie Mead
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Mr William Powell
Mr Burchard Rwamtoga
Mr Paul Smithson
Mr B K Tanna

Mr Henry Wilding

The Rufiji Leprosy Trust was set up in 1982 by fdimg trustees, Dr Alex de Waal, The Rev Victor dadly
G W W Laverton MBE and Lord Pilkington of Oxenfotd, continue and extend the work of Canon Robin tam MBE,
who relocated to Rufiji in 1968 and, until his trean 1993, devoted himself
to promoting a good life for the people in Kindwiit_eprosy Village.

The Rufiji Leprosy Trust will continue to supporitriwitwi in its efforts to gain self-sufficiency dnn the extension of the
work around the Rufiji district, in cooperationtivthe government health service, with a view edé@rating leprosy from
the area. To enable this work to continue urahailease send donations, however small,
to the Financial Trustee at the address aboveriagghat cheques are made payable to Rufiji LgpTiosist.

All contributions will be both gratefully receivexhd acknowledged.
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